CORRECTIONS TO NWHA RULE BOOK – Effective February 16, 2007
Correction – Section X, 16. Country Pleasure Classes:

Country Pleasure Classes:  The Country Pleasure Class is intended to be an introductory level class designed to be beginner friendly and to encourage participation from exhibitors who may be new to showing horses.  Country Pleasure Classes are offered for youth and amateur exhibitors and are typically optional tack. Exhibitors are not required to have amateur cards. Neat attire is encouraged and should include a collared shirt and long pants.  English or western tack may be used, but not a combination of both.  If horses are shown in western tack the rider may use two hands. This division is open to all gaited horse breeds.  Horses entered in Country Pleasure Classes are not eligible to be shown in any other Walking Horse classes at the same show.  Shoeing is at the discretion of show management, but horses must be in compliance with the Horse Protection Act.  

The gaits called for in Country Pleasure classes are Trail Walk, Pleasure Gait, Trail Walk, Canter (if the class is 3 gait), Trail Walk and reverse and repeat the sequence.  

Trail Walk:  The Trail Walk is a true walk with a loose rein and no appearance of strain on the part of the horse or rider.  The appearance should be that of a pleasure riding horse that is relaxed, content and manageable.

Pleasure Gait:  This gait is to be performed at moderate speed and can be a variation of any saddle horse gait with no preference given to any particular gait over another.  The gait should be consistent and balanced and should appear easy and comfortable to ride.  Excessive speed is not a desired trait and should be penalized.  Manners are paramount in this division.  Horses should stand quietly and back readily.  Positive credit will be given to horses that display such qualities as responsiveness, steadiness, manners and traveling on a loose rein.

Correction - Section X – 26, Walking Seat Equitation, Appointments 28.B – Tack

English saddles are to be used.  Whether of the flat or deep seat variety, the saddle should be the correct size for the rider.  Forward seat saddles are prohibited.  White, brown or black solid color girths are to be used.

ADDITIONS TO THE NWHA RULE BOOK – Effective June, 2007
Section V – Class Definitions and General Procedure

8. Youth Exhibitor – addition

D. Beginning June 2007, all youth riders are encouraged to wear an ASTM/SEI certified helmet while mounted on a horse on the show grounds.  Riders age 11 and under are required to wear an ASTM/SEI certified helmet at all times while mounted.  All youth riders in speed and jumping events are required to wear ASTM/SEI certified helmets.

Rule Changes/Additions
Adopted November 4, 2007
SECTION X

18. Pleasure Walking Horse Driving Class:

Delete: “Snaffle Bit is required”

Add: “Snaffle bits and other types of traditional driving bits such as Half-cheek snaffle, Liverpool , Elbow and Butterfly are allowed.  Typical Walking Horse bits are not considered driving bits.  Burr, gag and twisted wire bits are not permitted.  Severe bits are to be penalized in judging.”

Model, In Hand and Halter Classes

21. Model: Model Classes for two year and over horses are to be shown in bridle or show halter…

22.  In Hand Classes:  In Hand Classes for horses two years old and over are to be shown in a bridle or show halter….
