Racking Rules
Hoof Bands shall not be permitted in racking classes at NWHA shows.

General:

English tack and attire are mandatory in all classes except those that specifically require or permit otherwise.  Refer to NWHA Rulebook, Section VIII for attire requirements.

Trail Pleasure

Trail pleasure racking horses must be lite shod  (3/4 x 3/8 inch maximum). Refer to NWHA Rule book, Section VIII, paragraph 3.A.2 for shoe requirements.  Whips are not permitted.  Horses shall enter the ring at a trail rack.  The judge will call for a trail walk and trail rack in both directions of the ring.

Trail Racking Horses should exhibit a true 4 beat gait with an effortlessness geared toward encouraging stamina and longevity on the trails. Horses must walk and rack on a loose rein and be extremely well mannered, responsive and quiet. Horses must stand quietly and back readily. Animation and action are not desired in a trail racking horse.

Trail Pleasure Racking Western classes must reverse away from the rail (to the inside). Reins must be held in one hand and cannot be changed during performance unless the horse is four years old or younger (using a bosal or ring snaffle).   Refer to the NWHA Rule book, Section X, paragraph 17 for a full description of western requirements. The Judge may call for a halt on the rail to test for quietness. Horse must stand quietly on the rail and in the lineup, and back freely when asked. If a western horse does not stand quietly, it shall be penalized. It is suggested that for Championship classes in Trail Racking Western the Judge ask the entries to back clear of the lineup and do a 360 degree neck reined turn, either right or left, rider’s discretion. The horse shall wear correct western tack.  Refer to the NWHA Rule book, Section VIII for descriptions of tack and attire.  The horse must wear a bridle with no caveson or colored brow band. Braids are prohibited. 

Country Pleasure Racking

The Country Pleasure Racking horse may wear any size shoe not to exceed   the plantation-sized (1 ½ x ½ inch).  Refer to NWHA Rule book, Section VIII, paragraph 3.A.1 for shoe requirements.  Whips are not permitted.  Horses shall enter the ring at a slow rack.  The Judge will call for a show walk, slow rack, and a fast rack (country pleasure rack) both directions of the ring.  

Country Pleasure Racking Horses should exhibit a true 4 beat gait with slightly more animation than the trail racking horse. Horses should be well mannered and responsive. Quality of gait shall not be sacrificed for speed.  Horses must stand quietly and back readily.

Country Pleasure Racking Western classes must reverse away from the rail (to the inside) Reins must be held in one hand and cannot be changed during performance unless the horse is four years old or younger (using a bosal or ring snaffle).   Refer to the NWHA Rule book, Section X, paragraph 17 for a full description of western requirements. The Judge may call for a halt on the rail to test for quietness. Horse must stand quietly on the rail and in the lineup, and back freely when asked. If a western horse does not stand quietly, it shall be penalized. It is suggested that for Championship classes in Country Pleasure Racking Western the judge ask the entries to back clear of the lineup and do a 360 degree neck reined turn, either right or left, rider’s discretion.  The horse shall wear correct western tack.  Refer to the NWHA Rule book, Section VIII for descriptions of tack and attire.  The horse must wear a bridle with no caveson or colored brow band. Braids are prohibited. 

Style Rack

The Style Racking horse may wear any size shoe not to exceed the plantation-sized (1 ½ by ½ inch).  Horses shall enter the ring at a style rack.  The judge will call for the show walk and the style rack both directions of the arena. 

The Style Racking Horses should display brilliance and show presence while performing a true 4 beat rack.  Horses should be balanced both front and rear with animation and action in both the show walk and style rack. Exhibitors should not sacrifice style or gait for speed.  Style racking horses are not required to back. 

Speed Racking

The Speed Racking horse may wear any size shoe up to the plantation-sized (Not to exceed1 ½ by ½ inch).  Protective equipment, including unweighted heel boots, quarter boots, bell boots are permitted.  The DQP will inspect the horse and all boots before allowing them on a horse.  After inspection, boots and safety equipment may be put on the horse in the warm-up area. 

Horses shall enter the ring at a slow rack.  The judge will ask for show walk, slow rack, and fast rack both directions of the arena. 

Speed Racking Horses should exhibit the brilliance and excitement of speed racking. However, form shall not be sacrificed for speed. Any tendency to trot, pace, or break gait must be penalized in judging. Speed Racking Horses are not required to back

Open Western Pleasure Racking

The Western Pleasure Racking Horse may wear any size shoe up to the plantation sized (not to exceed 1 ½ x ½ inch). Refer to NWHA Rule Book, Section VIII, paragraph 3.A.1.

Reins must be held in one hand and cannot be changed during performance unless the horse is four years old or younger (using a bosal or ring snaffle).  Refer to the NWHA Rule Book, Section X, paragraph 17 for a full description of western requirements.

Horses shall enter the ring at a pleasure walk.  The judge will ask for a pleasure walk and a slow rack both directions of the ring. Horses in Western Pleasure must reverse away from the rail (to the inside). A halt on the rail may be called for. Horses must stand quietly on the rail and in the lineup, and back freely when asked.  If a western horse does not stand quietly, it shall be penalized.

It is suggested that in Championship classes the judge ask the entries to back clear of the lineup and do a 360 degree neck reined turn, either right or left, rider’s discretion.

The horse shall wear correct western tack.  Refer to the NWHA Rule Book, Section VIII for descriptions of tack and attire.  The horse must wear a bridle with no caveson or colored brow band.  Braids are prohibited.

