Effective February 16, 2007

NWHA SPOTTED SADDLE HORSE RULES
Hoof Bands shall not be permitted in spotted saddle horse classes at NWHA shows.

Spotted Saddles Horses may be shown in either Western or English tack and attire, but not a combination of both.  Tack and attire will be determined by class title.

Rules for Tack and Attire:

Refer to NWHA Rule Book, Section VIII for correct attire.  Shanks in excess of 9 ½ inches in length are prohibited.

Definition of Gaits:

Show Walk: 

The Show Walk should be a smooth, intermediate saddle gait.  It can be a Flatwalk, Slow Rack, etc.  

Show Gait:

The Show Gait should have an increase in speed from the Show Walk.  Examples of a Show Gait are a Running Walk, Fast Rack.

Gait Calls:

Exhibitors enter at a Show Walk.  The judge will ask for the Show Walk, Show Gait, and Canter (if required) in both directions of the arena.

Western Classes:

A 360 degree neck reined turn, either right or left, (rider’s discretion) is required in all Trail Pleasure Championship Western Classes.  Exhibitors may also be asked to perform this maneuver in qualifying classes. Whips are prohibited in western classes.  Horse must reverse away from the rail.
Divisions and Shoeing Rules:
Trail Pleasure Division:

The Trail Pleasure horse should be under control and have a natural headset.  Horses may be asked to halt at least one time each way of the ring at the Judge’s discretion.  The horse should stop and stand quietly on a relaxed rein until asked to continue.  The horse must demonstrate perfect manners and an exceptionally smooth, natural gait.  The Trail Pleasure horse must give the impression of the ultimate trail horse at all times during the class.    The horse should perform on a relaxed rein and be held in one hand and cannot be changed during the performance. For horses over four years of age, reins must be held in one hand and may not be changed during the performance.  Exhibitors 11 years of age and under may use two hands.  Romal reins mean an extension of braided material attached to closed reins.  This extension should be carried in the free hand with approximately 16 inch spacing between the reining hand and the free hand holding the Romal.  The Romal shall not be used forward of the cinch or used to signal or cue the horse in any way.  When using the Romal, the hand should be around the reins; a finger between the reins is not permitted.  A trail pleasure western horse four-years-old and under may be reined using two hands if a bosal or ring snaffle is used.  The Trail Pleasure horse must stand quietly and back readily in the line up or be penalized in the final judging.
The trail pleasure shoe must not exceed that of a lite-shod shoe. Refer to NWHA Rule book, Section VIII, paragraph 3.A.2 for shoe requirements.  The turnback shall not exceed one inch, and the shoe must not extend more than ¼ inch beyond the hoof at the toe.  The shoe is not to extend beyond the bulb of the horse’s heel when a perpendicular line is drawn from the bulb of the horse’s heel to the ground.

In western classes:  Refer to the NWHA Rule book, Section VIII for descriptions of tack and attire.  The horse must wear a bridle with no caveson or colored brow band. Braids are prohibited.  Refer to the NWHA Rule book, Section X, paragraph 17 for a full description of western requirements. 
Lite-Shod Division:

The Lite-Shod horse should have a headset natural to the horse’s conformation but should have a bit more show presence than the trail pleasure horse.  If shown in Western Tack the exhibitor may use two hands to rein; however, if one hand is used the same rules apply as the trail pleasure division.   The Lite-Shod horse must stand quietly and back readily.

 Lite-Shod Shoe requirements are the same as the Trail Pleasure requirements.

Open Shod Division:  
The Open Shod horse should display brilliance and show presence.  If shown in Western Tack the exhibitor may use two hands to rein; however, if one hand is used the same rules apply as the trail pleasure division.  The Open Shod horse must back readily.

Open Shod Shoes shall not exceed the size of the plantation shoe. Refer to NWHA Rule book, Section VIII, paragraph 3.A.1 for shoe requirements. The caulk must not exceed a one inch turnback and the shoe must not extend more than ¼ inch beyond the hoof at the toe.  The heel of the shoe must not extend beyond the bulb of the horse’s heel when a perpendicular line is drawn from the bulb of the horse’s heel to the ground.

Model Classes:
Horses may be shown in Western or English Tack but not a combination of both.

